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STUDY GUIDE:

NUMBER THE STARS

Introduction

Number the Stars was written by Lois Lowry. According to
Lowry: “I'he Danish people were the only entire nation of people
tn the world who heard the splash and the cry and did not... turn
away from disaster.”

World War II from a different perspective. The Danish occupation is not usually

looked at in the study of the holocaust. This book gives realistic details about the

historical significance of the Danish people on the prevention of an even greater
number of Jews murdered during World War II. The Danish citizens and the Danish
resistance organized a mass exodus of the Jewish people from their country during the
German occupation and as a result saved the lives of most Danish Jewish citizens.

I n this study guide for Number the Stars, you will investigate the holocaust during

Meet Lois Lowry

Lois Lowty was born in 1937 in Hawaii. She knew she wanted to be a writer from an
early age. She attended Brown University where she studied writing. Afterward she
became a mother but never lost sight of becoming a writer.

Lowry’s first novel was A Summer o Die published in 1977. It was
— partially autobiographical and based on a teenage girl dealing
with the death of her older sister.

7Lois Lowry

Lowry i1s an accomplished writer, and has won the Newbery
medal for her novels Number the Stars and The Giver.

Lowrty wrote Nuwmber the Stars in 1988, which was inspired by a friend who had grown
up in German occupied Denmark during World War II. This book was based on many
hours of mterviews with her friend and others who had experienced firsthand the
hardships of this war.

About this Book

The main character in this story, Annemarie is a young, teenage gitl living in Denmark
during World War II (1939-1945). She and her best friend Ellen Rosen learn the
mmportance of freedom and collective action against injustice as they and their families
struggle to get Jews out of Denmark before they are shipped to the concentration
camps.

While helping the Rosens escape to Sweden, Annemarie is swept up in the terrifying
cover-up and smuggling missions her uncle Henrik and her dead sister’s fiancé have

1



been organizing. Along the way she also learns the truth of her sister death that has been
concealed from her for the past few years.

Denmark in World War Il

Nupmiber the Stars is set in Copenhagen during the 1943 German occupation. The German
invasion began at 4:15am Danish standard time on April 9, 1940. After two hours of
resistance, Denmark surrendered. The King of Denmark, King Christian X, thought it
futile to fight as the soldiers and equipment of Denmark’s military was too small to be

effective.
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The Danish  Resistance

was organized to resist the German occupation in Denmark. By 1943, there were many
Danes involved in this resistance. The resistance was regularly producing publications
rallying support against the Nazis, spying on German activities, and sabotaging German
efforts in the war. They were also instrumental in evacuating the Jewish people
Denmark across the sea to Sweden, which remained free during the war. This effort
saved between 7000 — 8000 Danish Jews.

Adolph Hitler

was the leader of the German aggressors. He believed that Germans were a superior
race and believed that “racial purity” should become the main objective of his campaign.
He created a following of people who believed Slavs, people of African descent, and




Jews were inferior to their race. They believed that Jews were the lowest and most
dangerous race of all.

]
Jewish people

were forced to flee Germany and surrounding countries or risk being forced to live in
ghettos or even being killed. To create a superior race, in 1942 senior German officials
devised a “Final Solution” to the Jewish people. They devised a plan to send all Jews to
concentration camps where they would be worked to death or murdered. As a result of
this decision, millions of Jews across Europe were murdered in those camps.

In 1943 when the Danish people heard that the Germans were systematically rounding
up and murdering Jewish people, they banded together and helped nearly 8000 Jews

escape to Sweden.

Did you Know?

The Jews were not the only victims of Adolf Hitler’s insane plot to create a master
race. Other victims of the Nazis were:
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